TITLE: UNDERSTANDING THE IMPACT OF PARENT SCHOOL INVOLVEMENT ON URBAN CHILDREN AT AN ECCE SCHOOL 




-Hugh Wilson

ABSTRACT:
   Citizens are crying out for help from the surge of crime that has befallen the beautiful twin islands of Trinidad and Tobago over the past ten years. In man’s haste to find answers /solutions to this nemesis, various strategies to address this crime menace have been put forward such as a limited state of emergency, gun amnesty, use of prayers, better equipment for the law enforcement officers and even national service for youths. However, none of these measures have so far borne any fruit, so there is a need for revisiting the problem from a different angle. Therefore the obvious way forward is for a critical social intervention since the nature of the family has radically changed as the extended family and community which ensured children’s supervision in parents’ absence, care of elderly and role models of the community have all ceased to exist in the supportive forms they once occupied. In their place there now exists a lost and bewildered community with the future of the youths of the next generation ruined by crime, violence, truancy and early pregnancy. Therefore, education is a prerequisite in the solution of this problem; however, although formal education is important, it is the parents’ involvement that is fundamental to the preparation of children for educational and social success. This is especially evident when parents’ involvement was at an early stage of children’s development there were discernable influences on children’s behaviour. Eventually, fully rounded children are produced, equipped with the appropriate skills and mindset to be more successful in school. This is achieved as the early behaviours such as “reading” from pictures and “writing” with scribbles were important parts of children’s literacy skills they observed from their parents (Idaho Center on Developmental Disabilities, 1996). The aim of the study was to focus on the home and the ECCE center in the community to understand parents’ involvement. The revised model of Walker et al (2005, p.89) was used to create questionnaires which were employed in the investigation focusing primarily on what parents do to engage with their young children’s home based and school based activities and in the process build sustaining relationships with each other and with the teachers of the ECCE center. This investigation presents preliminary evidence to understand the hows and whys of parents’ involvement and the barriers that impede their involvement  
